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this subject in a piebald garment of bashfulness and
hypocrisy. Moreover, I am not here to tell you what you
ought to do. That must be left to the man who always
knows what is best for other people.
In the title for our discussion, namely,' The Love-problem
of the Student/ I must assume that this wording—love-
problem—refers to the mutual relation of the two sexes one
to the other, and therefore must not be construed to mean
the 'sexual problem of the student*. This provides us
with an essential limitation of the subject. The sexual
question would come into the discussion then, only in so
far as it concerns the problem of love, or relationship. Hence
we can exclude from the discussion all those sexual phenomena
that do not concern the problem of relationship, namely,
sexual perversions (with the exception of. homosexuality),
onaoism, as well as the sexual traffic with prostitutes. We
cannot exclude homosexuality, because very often it is a
problem of relationship. But we can exclude prostitution,
since as a rule it does not involve relationship; the rare
exceptions only serve to confirm the rule.
The average solution of the love-problem is, as of course
you know, marriage. But experience shows that this average
truth does not hold good for the student. The .immediate
cause of this is the fact, that from economic reasons the
student cannot, as a rule, set up housekeeping. We must
also remember the youthful age of most male students, which
will not yet bear the degree of social fixation that marriage
demands. This is largely due to his unfinished studies,
but also to the need of freedom and the liberty to move from
place to place as this freedom may decide. There is further-
more the psychological immaturity, the childish clinging to the
home and family, the relatively undeveloped capacity for
love and responsibility, the kck of any breadth of experience
of life and the world, the typical illusions of youth and so
forth. There is also a reason that should not be under-
estimated in the wise reserve of the woman; that is, the girl-

